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President’s Message: 
Greetings RTB AALAS Members and Friends!

I am honored and thrilled to serve as your 2020 RTB-AALAS 
President. Thank you for all of your support and kind words thus far! I 
feel lucky to be able to continue working with such a supportive and 
dedicated Executive Board!

If you’re anything like me, you probably can’t quite figure out how 
we are already THREE months into 2020! It seems that this year has 
gotten off to an exciting start: with that amazing RTB banquet you 
(hopefully) attended in February, a behind the scenes work day in the Carolina Tiger Rescue enclosures 
in March, and a novel virus that has squashed our plans for April! Hopefully, with enough social 
distancing now, we can get back to our more normal routines soon!

I want to take a moment to thank those of you who will be working in animal facilities and labs 
through this pandemic situation. When we chose to work with animals for a living, we chose to work in 
a field that needs us 365 days a year, regardless of the concerning things going on in the world around 
us. Because the countless lab animals can’t say it themselves, we at RTB-AALAS wish to thank you 
for being so dedicated to our field and for being present in our facilities, even in the toughest times.

As I eluded to above, the Technician Appreciation night previously scheduled for April 2, 2020 
had to be cancelled and is tentatively rescheduled, due to corona virus concerns for everyone involved. 
This is great news for those of you who felt rushed to put together a Tech Talk for the April event.You 
now have about 5 months to put together a 10-15 minute tech talk to submit for presentation at the 
rescheduled event! We want to hear from anyone who has a novel idea or technician-trick-of-the-trade 
to share.

This is also a great time to think about studying for that next level AALAS certification if you 
happen to have some spare time over the next couple of months. It’s also never too soon to be thinking 
of nominations for RTB Awards. A big congratulations goes out to the winners of this year’s awards – 
and a massive thank you to those who took time to nominate – and to the vendors who sponsored the 
awards! Without you all, these awards would just not be possible.

Your Executive Board has worked hard to put together an exciting and highly varied calendar of 
events for the rest of the year, so stay tuned for more details in your email! If you have suggestions for 
a group outing, a volunteer opportunity, speaker, or any other potential branch event for the future, 
please feel free to let a Board member know! We would love to have your ideas and participation!

Here’s to an exciting year ahead –

Emily Weston
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2020 Executive Council 
President- Emily Weston 

President Elect- Ashley Foley 
Past President- Emily Butler  

Treasurer- Courtney P. Nesline 

Secretary- Lena Perdue 
Programs- Joy Brinkerhoff, Chrissy Sherrill, 

Ashley Foley, Courtney Nesline 
Vendor Liaison- Nancy McCormick 

Newsletter- Allison Geiner, Emily Butler  
Local Arrangements- Ashley Foley 

Awards- Morgan Holmes 
Membership- Janet Steele 
Webmaster- Janet Steele 
Nominations- Julie Kent 

Communications- Lena Perdue 
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Technician Achievements

UNC 
Morgan Aldea – ALAT
Andrew Ferreri – ALAT
Chris McCall – ALAT
Emily Summers – ALAT
Michal Tetreault – ALAT
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How many of you are on social media? Did you know that 
RTB AALAS has a social media presence?  Check out our 
page:  RTB A.A.L.A.S.  There are a number of other 
organizations that are on Facebook as well! Some of the 
organizations you might want to add to your Facebook feed 
are listed below. 

Homes for Animal Heroes 
Homes for Animal Heroes (HAH) is a national program dedicated to rehoming retired 
research animals, mainly dogs, and sharing the facts about the critical role animals in 
research play in curing disease. HAH is building a network of dog experts that can 
effectively work with research institutions to rehome retired research dogs in every state 
across the country, one location at a time. Our goal is to permanently rehome these 
animal heroes into loving homes through a comprehensive foster-based program. 
https://www.facebook.com/homesforanimalheroes/ 

Understanding Animal Research 
This page regularly shares a weekly roundup of animal based research results called 
“This week in animal research.” The features have pictures and a link to the 
Understanding Animal Research page.  The page then links to each of the six studies 
featured. It’s easy to share these to your own feed to help your FB friends know what 
discoveries animal research has led to. 
http://www.facebook.com/UnderstandingAnimalResearch 

The Foundation for Biomedical Research 
This is the Facebook page for the well-known advocacy group. They regularly share 
items related to animal research that can help keep you in the know about what’s 
happening in biomedical research.   
 http://www.facebook.com/FBResearch 

AALAS 
Our parent organization is on Facebook! Their page feed has news about deadlines 
and changes going on at AALAS and occasional features on services and products 
AALAS offers. 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/AALAS/221279445386 

The AALAS Foundation 
The AALAS Foundation is very active on Facebook, hosting part of the Share that you 
Care campaign on Facebook and regularly posting updates on ways to work on 
outreach. 
http://www.facebook.com/aalasfoundation 

Social Media 

https://www.facebook.com/homesforanimalheroes/
http://www.facebook.com/UnderstandingAnimalResearch
http://www.facebook.com/FBResearch
http://www.facebook.com/pages/AALAS/221279445386
http://www.facebook.com/aalasfoundation
https://www.facebook.com/homesforanimalheroes/
http://www.facebook.com/UnderstandingAnimalResearch
http://www.facebook.com/FBResearch
http://www.facebook.com/pages/AALAS/221279445386
http://www.facebook.com/aalasfoundation


Quarter 1 2020
 

  �6

NC Regional Coordinator :Robin Raymer
Email: hah.nc@naiaonline.org
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RTB AALAS 2020 Events 

February 26th- Carolina Tiger Rescue Work Day  

TBD Tech Night/Compassion Fatigue talk at Duke  

May 14th- Lemur Center Private Tour at Duke  

June 18th- Trivia Night at NIEHS  

July 17th- Rabbit Wet Lab at NC State  

August 14th- Charles River Lab Site Tour, CRL Raleigh  

September 22nd- Vendor Spotlight at UNC-Chapel Hill  

September 23rd- Golf Tournament  

October 14th- CORRAL 

October 25th-29th- National AALAS in Charlotte, NC  

December TBD- NC Zoo  
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RTB AWARDS CATEGORIES & CRITERIA 

Rookie of the Year (Vendor – changes yearly) 
Plaque & $100 
Criteria: 1 year or less working in an animal facility. Current membership in RTB AALAS. 

Bio-Serv Enhancement or Improvement of Animal Welfare Award (Bio-Serv) 
Plaque & $250 
Criteria: Member of RTB AALAS. Person nominating must also be a member of RTB AALAS. To recognize contributions of 
an individual who have contributed a positive impact to enrich, enhance, and/or improve the lives of animals or the 
environment they work in with regard to animal welfare. 

PMI LabDiet® Award 
Plaque & $150 honorarium (gift card) 
Criteria: Individual must have daily contact with animals and demonstrate positive attitude toward animal welfare, 
performance excellence, pursuit of knowledge in the field of laboratory animal care, and innovative approaches to husbandry-
related problems. Formal education is not considered. Current membership in RTB AALAS. 

Research Technician Award (Envigo) 
Plaque & $250 
Criteria: LAT or AALAS-Certified Technologist working with the technical aspects of a research project. Current membership 
in RTB AALAS. 

Technician of the Year Award (RTB AALAS) 
Plaque & $250 
Criteria: LAT or LATG who is involved in RTB AALAS. Current membership in RTB AALAS. 

President’s Award (Charles River) 
Plaque & $500 
Criteria: ALAT or LAT, not at a supervisory level, who exemplifies outstanding dedication and service to the field of 
Laboratory Animal Care. Current membership in RTB AALAS. 

Innovation Award (Tecniplast) 
Plaque & $250 
Criteria: Current member of RTB and National AALAS. Demonstration of commitment to innovation and ingenuity in 
contributions to the field of laboratory animal science. Participation in learning or information programs. Demonstrated 
participation in developing, improving, implementing, or providing training and education programs. Demonstrated interest in 
attaining additional education and training preferred. All considerations being equal, candidates having AALAS certifications 
will be given priority. 

Managers Award (Allentown Caging Systems) 
Plaque & $250 
Criteria: LAT or AALAS-certified LATG and/or Registered CMAR working as a manager or supervisor of a Research Animal 
Facility. Individual must be an active member of RTB AALAS and National AALAS Member. 

Clayton Cisar Memorial Award (RTB AALAS Executive Council) 
Plaque 
Criteria: To recognize contributions of an individual to the Research Triangle Branch and to the humane treatment of animals 
used in biomedical research and teaching. This is not necessarily an annual award, but is awarded based on nomination from 
the general membership. Selection of the recipient for the award is made by the Executive Council. Individual must be an 
active member of RTB AALAS.
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RTB 2020 Banquet

Past president, Emily Butler (left), handed off the gavel to the 2020 president, Emily 
Weston (right).
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Award Winners

Ancare Rookie of the Year Award- Abbey 
Biggers, Duke University

Tecniplast Innovation Award- Ken Muller, 
UNC
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Award Winners

PMI LabDiet® Award- Mark Snead, Mispro 
Biotech Services

Envigo Research Tech Award- Carol Anne 
Parks, Charles River Laboratories
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Award Winners

Bio-Serv Enrichment Award- Chrissy 
Sherrill, Wake Forest University

Charles River President’s Award: Allison 
Geiner, UNC
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Award Winners

Allentown Manager of the Year 
Award- Courtney Nesline, UNC

All award winners- Congratulations!!
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Carolina Tiger Rescue  
Workday 
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UNC Tech Week
We had 20 teams vying to 
earn the most points of the 
week and become this year’s 
trophy champions. Teams 
decorated doors using this 
year’s theme, participated in 
scavenger hunt bingo, had a 
tailgate potluck, and took 
sports-themed pictures at our 
photo booth. Staff attended a 
guest speaker event with a 
fear factor eating component 
(live mealworms, anybody?). 
We even had a timed relay 
competition, featuring a Tech 
Week poster puzzle, free 
throw shooting, and building/
breakdown of cages on a 
transport rack.
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EMERALD IVC 

• 20% more density. 20% less footprint. Ask for details.
• Up to TWELVE rows on a standard footprint.
• Cage with new features. Two configurations: Standard and Prime.
• Perfect sealing without latches. Highly transparent.
• Prime model features self-hold lid “SmarTop” and embeded enrichment.

For information, contact #BYUPO at bvaughan@tecniplastusa.com



  Quarter 1 2020

  �24

CALL 1-877-669-2243  |  EMAIL: info@tecniplastusa.com   
www.tecniplastusa.com 

ARCADIA  TUNNEL
NEW HIGH EFFICIENCY

For information contact Baxton at  bvaughan@tecniplastusa.com

washer

• •
•
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Your trusted global partner 
in life-saving research.

Care is at the heart of everything we do.

Science is the
end goal that drives us.

Integrity is the
quality that defines Allentown.
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Advancing Science. Enriching Animals.

Bio-Serv Provides a Clear Path to Wellness
With Innovative Gelled Diet Products

When your animals need a boost, 
the Bio-Serv line of Gelled Diet 
products is there for them. We 
developed Nutra-Gel in 2003 to 
provide a highly effective way for 
debilitated animals to get the food 
and water they need. Now, we are 
expanding the Gelled diet line to 
include a PureWater source and an 
Electrolyte Replenisher.                                       

www.bio-serv.com   •   800-996-9908
ISO 9001:2015 Certified Quality System 
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   Higher Standards      Highest Quality 

 

   WWW.HIGHLANDSBIOMED.COM 
 

                                     
                                    Your One Stop Shop 

      Vivarium Cage Processing 
       Lab Glassware Washers 
       Autoclaves/Sterilizers 
       Necropsy Equipment 

 
 
 
 

The Brands You Trust! 

 
 

Email: info@highlandsbiomed.com 
Phone: 423-677-8624 
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Your Healthcare and Life Science PartnerA Chalmers Group Company

A Complete Solution for Vivariums and Laboratories 

Spire Integrated Solutions, a Chalmers Group Company, is a family of brands that 
produces world-class steam sterilizers, full range of washing equipment, refrigeration 

products and ancillary stainless-steel equipment. Built with non-proprietary parts, Spire solutions 
simplify maintenance and ensure ease of use for our life science and healthcare facilities. Spire’s 
flexible programs reinforce equipment uptime and longevity while lowering the total cost of 
ownership. Be confident with Spire equipment at your side. Learn more at www.Spire-is.com.

When critical work is underway, equipment reliability and longevity are crucial to 
keeping operations in motion — that’s why you need Spire at Your Side.

Laboratory and Vivarium Applications

Spire is at your side

Learn more at Spire-is.com
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Keith Murphy
East U.S. Sales 

Governement Channel Manager

email: kmurphy@datasci.com
phone: 651.414.5606

fax: 651.414.5464
www.datasci.com

119 14th st NW, Ste 100 St. Paul MN 55112

a division of
Harvard Bioscience, Inc.

8719 S 135th St

Suite #300

Omaha, NE  68138

402 344 4200 xt 3015 office

980 622 5618 cell

rmapolinar@spire-is.com

REGIONAL ACCOUNT MANAGER
R I C H  M .  A P O L I N A R

Spire-is.com



  Quarter 1 2020

  �30

Carrie Kanaby

NC/SC Area Representative

carrie.kanaby@labrepco.com

101 Witmer Road, Suite 700

Horsham, PA  19044  USA

Toll Free: 1.800.521.0754, ext. 172

Tel:  919.349.7804 

Fax:  215.442.9202

www.labrepco.com

LAB
2QH�&RPSDQ\���0DQ\�6ROXWLRQV

RepCo
David Freeman 

Sales Representative

david.freeman@labrepco.com

101 Witmer Road, Suite 700

Horsham, PA  19044  USA

Toll Free: 1.800.521.0754, ext. 190

Tel: 215.442.9202 

Fax: 215.442.9202

www.labrepco.com

LAB
2QH�&RPSDQ\���0DQ\�6ROXWLRQV

RepCo

Ken Shapiro                                     Sales Manager

562 Captain Neville Drive
Waterbury, CT 06705
Tel:  (800) 243-5350
Cell: (203) 233-1561 
kshapiro@pharmacal.com

P.O.Box 369
Naugatuck, CT 06770
Fax:  (203) 755-4309
www.pharmacal.com

Animal Environmental Control Products

Frank Lynch Mid-Atlantic Sales

562 Captain Neville Drive
Waterbury, CT 06705
Tel:  (800) 243-5350
Cell: (703) 599-9259 
flynch@pharmacal.com

P.O.Box 369
Naugatuck, CT 06770
Fax:  (203) 755-4309
www.pharmacal.com

Animal Environmental Control Products
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Jon LEDFORD
Regional Sales Director, South East & Mid West
cell     | e-mail: jledford@tecniplastusa.com

Toll Free 877 669 2243 | Fax 484 875 0511

PO Box 1209, West Chester, PA 19380 

www.tecniplastusa.com  

Baxton VAUGHAN
Client Representative

cell 484 889 7158 | e-mail: bvaughan@tecniplastusa.com

Toll Free 877 669 2243 | Fax 484 875 0511

PO Box 1209, West Chester, PA 19380               

www.tecniplastusa.com  

Chip Ahrens
S O U T H E A S T  S A L E S  C O N S U L T A N T

Avidity Science, LLC
819 Bakke Ave, Waterford WI 53185

AvidityScience.com

Mobile: 352.213.0745  Phone: 800.558.5913
Email: Chip.Ahrens@avidityscience.com

Pat Pieters
D I R E C T O R ,  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S
A N D  V I VA R I U M  S A L E S

Avidity Science, LLC
819 Bakke Ave, Waterford WI 53185

AvidityScience.com

Mobile: 262.716.6907  Phone: 262.534.5181 x268
Email: Pat.Pieters@avidityScience.com
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Karen Froberg-Fejko
LATg, VMD

President

Phone: 800-996-9908 ext. 135
Email:  kfroberg@bio-serv.com

800-996-9908  
(US and Canada)

908-284-2155 
(International)

Fax: 908-284-4753

3 Foster Lane, Suite 201
Flemington, NJ 08822

ISO 9001:2008 Certified

www.bio-serv.com

Vice President - Technical Services

Lena Medina, RLATG
SALES DIRECTOR, NORTH AMERICA

direct: 610.629.6000
mobile: 619.993.3320
lmedina@instechlabs.com

Instech Laboratories, Inc.
450 South Gravers Road
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462 USA
main: 800.443.4227

www.instechlabs.com
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Steelco S.p.A. 
Via Balegante, 27 - 31039 Riese Pio X (TV) - Italy
Ph. +39 0423 7561 - Fax +39 0423 755528
P.I./VAT IT 04311220265  www.steelcogroup.com

Matteo Vecchiato
Marketing Manager Pharma/Life Science

Phone: +39 0423 756325 
Mobile: +39 388 7972230  
E-mail:  m.vecchiato@steelcospa.com

Main: 847.537.9320
Toll Free: 800.323.7366

Fax: 847.537.9061
sales@suburbansurgical.com

275 Twelfth Street
Wheeling, Illinois

60090 • USA

SUBURBAN SURGICAL COMPANY, INC.

SSCI-BC2.qxp_Layout 1  3/19/19  9:08 AM  Page 1

Kerry  
Robinson, PhD
Strategic Account Manager, Government

Taconic Biosciences, Inc. 
1 Discovery Drive, Suite 304
Rensselaer, NY 12144 

M 404.450.4995
E kerry.robinson@taconic.com
TACONIC.COM

Sarala  
Sarah
Strategic Account Manager

Taconic Biosciences, Inc. 
1 Discovery Drive, Suite 304
Rensselaer, NY 12144 

M 215.316.2357
E sarala.sarah@taconic.com
TACONIC.COM



  Quarter 1 2020
 

  �34

Phone (615) 449-3398 P.O. Box 64

Cell     (615) 239-4200 112 Tennessee Blvd.

Fax     (615) 523-1783 Watertown, TN 37184

rketelsen@ssponline.com Phone (800) 382-5001

www.ssponline.com Fax (615) 237-3267

 

RENE KETELSEN
Regional Sales Manager

Sarah Roberts 
ACCOUNT MANAGER

P.O. Box 449  |  Westfield, IN 46074
MOBILE: 765-914-9618  |  FAX: 651-234-8703 
EMAIL: Sarah.Roberts@LabDiet.com  |  WEB: LabDiet.com  |  TestDiet.com

Mike Bassett
Southern Regional Manager

307-331-4161
mpbassett@BritzCo.com
www.BritzCo.com
307-322-4040
307-322-4141
1302 9th Street
Wheatland, WY 82201
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Vendor	members,	don’t	see	your	business	card	listed?	All	vendor	members	
are	en7tled	to	a	business	card	space	in	our	newsle:er	and	on	our	website,	
so	please	send	a	current	business	card	to	info@rtbaalas.org	so	our	members	
know	how	to	reach	you.	Interested	in	a	half	or	full	page	ad?	Please	contact	

us	for	pricing.

Pam Huber
Director of Client Services

Phone: +1-315-587-2295 ext. 1117                               
Fax: +1-315-587-2109 
phuber@marshallbio.com

Marshall BioResources
5800 Lake Bluff Road
North Rose, NY 14516 

           www.marshallbio.com

300 North Pottstown Pike, Suite 110
Exton, PA 19341, USA
wdesantis@matachanausa.com
     (484) 873-2763 x104  |      (516) 848-4784
Toll Free (877) 215-9671 x104 |  Fax (484) 369-4951

www.matachanausa.com

Wayne DeSantis
Vice President
MATACHANA USA CORP.

300 North Pottstown Pike, Suite 110
Exton, PA 19341, USA
rhugenschmidt@matachanausa.com
     (484) 873-2763 x106  |      (484) 888-2490
Toll Free (877) 215-9671 x101 |  Fax (484) 369-4951 

www.matachanausa.com

Russell A. Hugenschmidt
Eastern Regional Sales Manager
MATACHANA USA CORP.


