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President’s Message 
Hello RTB Members! 

Another quarter of the year has come and gone along with the change of 
seasons (well, almost…).  RTB AALAS has been busy this summer networking 
with colleagues, planning upcoming events, and having some fun doing it! 

This summer, we hosted two awesome events for members.  In August, we held 
a Suture Dry Lab at NCSU-CVM for members to learn about differences in 
suturing techniques, when to use them, and a chance to practice what they 
learned from our well-versed and experienced presenters and training 
assistants.  The event was a great success and I want to say thank you to all that 
attended, assisted, and made this event possible.   

Also in August, RTB brought back a member favorite with a tour of the Duke 
Lemur Center. We had a great group of attendees, learned a lot about the 
adorable DLC residents, and how the important research they are involved in is 
impacting the world. Be sure to check out all the photos later in this newsletter!  

As we head into the cooler weather (hopefully), we look forward to our 19th 
Annual Golf & 6th Annual Cornhole Tournament on October 4th. Get ready to 
have a blast as we return to Mill Creek Golf Club. 

Enjoy the last few weeks of summer and, as always, THANK YOU for being a 
member of RTB AALAS and for supporting this organization.  We couldn’t do it 
without each of you! 

 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 

Amanda Pacio 

2023 RTB-AALAS President 
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2023 Executive Council 
 

RTB Officers 
President – Amanda Pacio 

President-Elect – Lisa Webb 
Past President – Ashley Foley 

Treasurer – Lena Perdue 
Secretary & Communications – Andrea Murr   

RTB Committee Contacts 
Programs – Courtney P. Nesline 

Vendor Liaison – Nancy McCormick 
Newsletter – Spencer Bridges 

Local Arrangements – Emily Weston 
Nominations & Awards – Morgan Holmes 
Membership & Webmaster – Nora Dragon 

 
 
 

mailto:amandapacio@gmail.com
mailto:lwebb@transnetyx.com
mailto:afoley@transnetyx.com
mailto:lgperdue@email.unc.edu
https://rtbaalas.wildapricot.org/undefined%20%5Banertz@ncsu.edu%5D
mailto:courtney.nesline@utsouthwestern.edu
mailto:nancy@ancare.com
mailto:bridgessd@niehs.nih.gov
mailto:Emily.Weston@bd.com
mailto:Holmes@tecniplastusa.com
mailto:Nora.Dragon@unc.edu
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RTB AALAS 2023 Events 
 

 

August 1st – Suture Dry Lab at NC State CVM 

August 24th – Duke Lemur Center 

October 4th – Annual Golf & Cornhole Tournament 

October 11th – Museum of Natural Sciences in Raleigh 

November 17th – Carolina Tiger Rescue Work Day 

December 14th – Board Recruitment Social Event 
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Golf Event questions, email lgperdue@email.unc.edu 

Cornhole Event questions, email lwebb@transnetyx.com  

Sponsorship questions, email afoley@transnetyx.com 

If you would like to volunteer, email nora.dragon@unc.edu 

 

 

mailto:lgperdue@email.unc.edu
mailto:lwebb@transnetyx.com
mailto:afoley@transnetyx.com
mailto:nora.dragon@unc.edu
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RTB AALAS 
Museum Tour and Social 

Wednesday, October 11th, 2023 

NC Museum of Natural Sciences  

11 W Jones St, Raleigh, NC 27601 
 

Behind the scenes Museum Tour: 2:00pm – 5:00pm 

Registered attendees must meet at the front desk by 1:45pm 

Join us for a behind the scenes tour of the Museum’s animal 
program. Attendees will meet with the head of the live animal 
teaching collection, learn about the health management aspects 
of the Museum, and tour the animal facility. 

Admission to the Museum is free!!! 
Tour registration is limited to the first 45 people who sign up through 

the link below. There will be time available after the tour to explore the 
museum. For those who are not able to take the tour, you may explore 

the museum while the tour is in progress. 

Attending members are eligible to win $20 gift cards 

Register: https://rtbaalas.wildapricot.org/event-5419540  
For more information about the Museum, visit http://naturalsciences.org/ 

 

 

 
 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frtbaalas.wildapricot.org%2Fevent-5419540&data=05%7C01%7Cbridgessd%40niehs.nih.gov%7C1ef01503c9604e62574008dbb5eb08ba%7C14b77578977342d58507251ca2dc2b06%7C0%7C0%7C638303793289343176%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7s3SPih1WRixQwcgq%2FMg9922uF%2FLzcc7%2FGeidAUG13g%3D&reserved=0
http://naturalsciences.org/
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RTB AALAS Carolina Tiger Rescue  

Tour and Work Day – November 17, 2023 
 

Click Here to register!  Space is limited. 
 

Please arrive by 12:30pm to sign in.  

The tour begins at 12:45pm with work assignments to follow.  

Attending members are eligible to win $20 gift cards 

 
Please bring items to donate and wear appropriate attire.  

See the links below for a list of items that are needed and 
additional information regarding this event.  

 

Carolina Tiger Afternoon Workgroup Confirmation 2023.pdf 

Safety Rules and Regulations 2023.pdf 

Workgroup Confirmation Infographic.jpg 

https://rtbaalas.wildapricot.org/event-5418615
https://rtbaalas.wildapricot.org/resources/Carolina%20Tiger%20Afternoon%20Workgroup%20Confirmation%202023.pdf
https://rtbaalas.wildapricot.org/resources/Carolina%20Tiger%20Afternoon%20Workgroup%20Confirmation%202023.pdf
https://rtbaalas.wildapricot.org/resources/Carolina%20Tiger%20Afternoon%20Workgroup%20Confirmation%202023.pdf
https://rtbaalas.wildapricot.org/resources/Safety%20Rules%20and%20Regulations%202023.pdf
https://rtbaalas.wildapricot.org/resources/Workgroup%20Confirmation%20Infographic%202023.jpg
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Suture Dry Lab at  
NC State CVM 
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Duke Lemur 
Center Tour 
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Homes for Animal Heroes 

Homes for Animal Heroes (HAH) is a national program dedicated to 
rehoming retired research animals, mainly dogs, and sharing the facts 
about the critical role animals in research play in curing disease. HAH is 
building a network of dog experts that can effectively work with research 
institutions to rehome retired research dogs in every state across the 
country, one location at a time. Our goal is to permanently rehome these 
animal heroes into loving homes through a comprehensive foster-based 
program.  https://www.facebook.com/homesforanimalheroes/  

 

Understanding Animal Research 

This page regularly shares a weekly roundup of animal-based research 
results called “This week in animal research.” The features have pictures 
and a link to the Understanding Animal Research page.  The page then 
links to each of the six studies featured. It’s easy to share these to your 
own feed to help your FB friends know what discoveries animal research 
has led to.  http://www.facebook.com/UnderstandingAnimalResearch  

How many of you are on social media?  

 
There are several organizations that are on Facebook as well! Some 

organizations you might want to follow are listed below. 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

https://www.facebook.com/homesforanimalheroes/
http://www.facebook.com/UnderstandingAnimalResearch
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The Foundation for Biomedical Research 

This is the Facebook page for the well-known advocacy group. They 
regularly share items related to animal research that can help keep you in 
the know about what’s happening in biomedical research. 

http://www.facebook.com/FBResearch 
 

AALAS 
Our parent organization is on Facebook! Their page feed has news about 
deadlines and changes going on at AALAS and occasional features on 
services and products AALAS offers.  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/AALAS/221279445386 
 

The AALAS Foundation 
The AALAS Foundation is very active on Facebook. They host part of the 
Share That You Care campaign on Facebook and regularly post ideas for 
public outreach and awareness in biomedical research.  

http://www.facebook.com/aalasfoundation 
 

 
GetReal! is a podcast with Dr. Cindy Buckmaster that lays out the facts 
about biomedical research with animals, so you have the power to make 
informed decisions about the future health of your loved ones - both 
people and animals.   https://www.getreal.naiaonline.org/ 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

http://www.facebook.com/FBResearch
http://www.facebook.com/pages/AALAS/221279445386
http://www.facebook.com/aalasfoundation
https://www.getreal.naiaonline.org/
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Technician Achievements 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
ALAT 

Polina Byker 

Melinda Gavila 

Linda Meadows 

Kayla Rogers 

Liz Streeter 

Shakai Wilder-Bethea 

 

LAT 

Don Katahdin 

Philip Jones 

 

 

 

 

 
LAT 

Gracie Haynes 
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Be In the Know!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Want to know more? Check out some of the latest blog 
stories from one of our vendors  

 

 
 

5 Simple Ways to 
Supercharge Your 
Laboratory Animal 

Program 
Are you searching for ways to 
revamp your laboratory animal 
program? Based on our 
Webinar with Jeetendra R. 
Eswaraka, BVS, PhD, DACLAM, 
here are his solutions. 

 

How to Overcome Difficult 
Personalities in Lab Animal 

Science  
Based on our webinar, 
laboratory experts Laura A. 
Conour, DVM, DACLAM, and 
Pamela Straeter, MS, RLATG, 
CMAR, CPIA, discuss how to 
overcome difficult 
personalities in lab animal 
science. 
 Feel free to check out all of our blog stories at the following link: https://blog.allentowninc.com/.   

  

 

https://blog.allentowninc.com/5-simple-ways-to-supercharge-your-laboratory-animal-program/
https://blog.allentowninc.com/5-simple-ways-to-supercharge-your-laboratory-animal-program/
https://blog.allentowninc.com/5-simple-ways-to-supercharge-your-laboratory-animal-program/
https://blog.allentowninc.com/5-simple-ways-to-supercharge-your-laboratory-animal-program/
https://blog.allentowninc.com/how-to-overcome-difficult-personalities-in-lab-animal-science/
https://blog.allentowninc.com/how-to-overcome-difficult-personalities-in-lab-animal-science/
https://blog.allentowninc.com/how-to-overcome-difficult-personalities-in-lab-animal-science/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fblog.allentowninc.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cbridgessd%40niehs.nih.gov%7C3b5880631a8443e5fd1b08db2959978f%7C14b77578977342d58507251ca2dc2b06%7C0%7C0%7C638149237031008787%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PYTjGoMtodbm8WIPFYuzFR%2BmlwUPRSseEAbVklxONNY%3D&reserved=0
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Animal Research Education and Awareness (AREA) Program 
 
Since 1995, the AALAS volunteers have conducted the Animal Research 
Education and Awareness Program in conjunction with the AALAS National 
Meeting. 

This enlightening and entertaining program has introduced thousands of high 
school science students and teachers to laboratory animal science and the vast 
array of career opportunities in biomedical research. 

Fueled by the passionate financial support of Pfizer, the AREA program is a 
prime example of how AALAS and the AALAS Foundation are striving to 
educate the next generation of leaders about the essential role of animals in 
research, education, and product safety testing. 

Based on the success of the AREA Program at the AALAS National Meeting, 
many AALAS branches throughout the country have hosted similar programs 
at branch and district meetings. 

This guide is designed to provide AALAS branches with the information and 
resources needed to conduct a successful AREA Program. Sign up to serve as 
a Tour Guide or be an Exhibitor stop in our scavenger hunt at the 2023 
National Meeting AREA Program in Salt Lake City, Utah. (Must be a 
registered attendee of the 2023 AALAS National Meeting to participate.) 
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The Importance of Public Outreach 
The health of laboratory animal science tomorrow depends on improved science 
preparation of our students today. 

Nothing is more essential to the health of biomedical research than human 
resources — the people we are counting on to produce the next generation of 
knowledge and products in laboratory animal science. 

We must, as an industry, continuously promote the benefits of biomedical 
research to preserve public support for animal research and maintain a steady 
flow of talent into the nation’s science workforce. 

The AREA program not only provides students with authentic information about 
the care and use of animals in research, but also gives students the opportunity to 
interact with dozens of passionate laboratory animal science professionals. 

This interaction drives home the fact that AALAS members are compassionate 
professionals who are dedicated to providing the best possible care to the animals 
that are enabling us to advance human and animal health. 

Participating in the AREA program is a great way to advance students’ 
understanding, respect, and support for the critical role of laboratory animal 
science and the people who work in this field, and it’s a fun way to make an impact 
on the lives of young people interested in science and medicine. 
The AREA Program Guide- contains complete instructions on how to conduct this tried-and-true 
program. The guide includes everything you need – from student invitations to links to 
PowerPoint presentations – to make this an easy and rewarding experience for your branch 
members and AREA Program participants. You may also find the slides to the “2016 National 
Meeting Branch AREA Program Training Workshop” helpful.  In addition to the step-by-step 
guide, AALAS also offers–if available–free AREA Program backpacks, notebooks, pens, and 
Foundation outreach materials. 

https://www.aalasfoundation.org/media/f907ff9b-4f83-4432-9fe5-031129a5b8a8/oY4ExA/Public%20Outreach/AREA/AREA%20Program_Full.pdf
https://www.aalasfoundation.org/media/abc3d54d-76ae-491b-823a-491a31e81c71/S-Z6cQ/Homepage/Get%20Involved/AREA%20Program/AREA%20Program%20Roundtable%20AALAS%202015%20-%20final.pdf
https://www.aalasfoundation.org/media/abc3d54d-76ae-491b-823a-491a31e81c71/S-Z6cQ/Homepage/Get%20Involved/AREA%20Program/AREA%20Program%20Roundtable%20AALAS%202015%20-%20final.pdf
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Want to get more involved with RTB AALAS but don't know 
where to start? Are you ready to use your talents, and have fun 
at the same time? The RTB Executive Committee is looking for 
help from our branch members to keep everyone active and to 
continue our mission! Please click here to fill out an interest 
form and a committee member will reach out to you as soon as 
possible! 

 

VOLUNTEERING IS A GREAT WAY TO GIVE BACK TO THE LOCAL 
AALAS BRANCH. PEOPLE JUST LIKE YOU GIVE THEIR TIME, 
ENERGY, AND EXPERTISE TO HELP SHAPE, ADVANCE, AND 
PROMOTE THE FIELD TODAY AND FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS. 
INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES?  CONTACT US 

 
 
 
 
 

https://forms.gle/ziS6uNiUSggXSZF18
https://rtbaalas.wildapricot.org/Contact-Us
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